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Module Description

Soteriology: The Doctrine of the Atonement (ST80612)
10 Units  (20 Study Hours)     3 Credits
Lecturer: John D Brand       

	DESCRIPTION:  	This module takes us to the heart of the gospel – the atonement for sin provided in the person and work of Christ.  In the words of Leon Morris:
		The atonement is the crucial doctrine of the faith.  Unless we are right here it matters little, or so it seems to me, what we are like elsewhere. (Morris, 1965, p. 5)
OBJECTIVES:	As a result of the student’s successful completion of this module, s/he will:

Head:	know and understand the breadth of the biblical teaching on the doctrine of the atoning work of Christ on the cross, and be familiar with the historical view of the doctrine

Heart:	have an increased confidence in the power of the gospel for the salvation of all who believe 

Hand:	be able to correctly explain the biblical teaching on the doctrine
have a greater understanding of the relevance of the subject and its impact on the nature of the gospel and the work of evangelism 

	READING: 	  
	Required
Stott, John R W     The Cross of Christ     IVP

Recommended
Culver, R     Systematic Theology   (pages 546-600)     Christian Focus
Grudem, W     Systematic Theology   (pages 568-607)     IVP
McDonald, H D     The New Testament Concept of the Atonement     Lutterworth Press
Marshall, H     The Work of Christ     Wipf & Stock Publishers
Morris, L     The Cross in the New Testament     Eerdmans
Morris, L     The Atonement     IVP
Peterson, D (ed)     Where Wrath and Mercy Meet     Send the Light
Shaw, I and Edwards, B     The Divine Substitute     Day One Publications 




SCHEDULE:

April 15	The Vocabulary of Atonement (1)
April 22	The Vocabulary of Atonement (1)
April 29	The Old Testament Teaching
May 6	The New Testament Teaching
May 13		The Pauline Teaching
May 20	No class
May 27	The Extent of The Atonement
June 3	     Historical Views on The Atonement
June 10	Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12
June 17
June 24


ASSIGNMENTS:	Students are required to submit a 1500 word assignment on the following subject:

		“What is the Christian doctrine of the Atonement and how has it been explained over the	centuries?”
	
	This assignment combines elements of biblical theology and church history.  Because of its length you will have to limit your material severely.   One possible approach is to consider a single biblical image of the atonement and its chief propounder in the history of the church.   Articles in standard Bible and theological dictionaries under ‘atonement’ will provide a good guide as to how this assignment should be tackled.
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