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Hermeneutics – Bible Interpretation 
(PT81801) 
18 Study Credits

DESCRIPTION 
On a daily basis, the Christian faces the immense challenge to both correctly understand God’s Word but to also obey that Word which, quoting the poetry of the Psalms, is ‘a lamp for my feet, a light on my path’ (Psalm 119:105, NIV 2011). But the Bible is a massive book filled with alien genealogies, bizarre practices, strange prophecies and confusing parables. How then are we to understand the Bible but also live accordingly? That’s the wonderful challenge of Biblical hermeneutics which is both an art and a science and will be explored further and applied in this course. The goal for ‘Hermeneutics – Bible Interpretation’ is to help equip the student with the right tools and heart posture to better understand Biblical interpretation, both ancient and modern, while investigating various approaches and techniques people have used faithfully – and deceptively – throughout history while honing a faithful hermeneutic for the Church today. The objective is to learn what is valid and valuable whole avoiding mistakes and pitfalls in Biblical interpretation.  

OBJECTIVES 
This course will require considerable reading of the required texts but also engagement with the corresponding workbook and required exercises through the duration of the term that will aid in the student’s preparation for either full time Christian service, or for their own personal, spiritual formation.  

· The student will learn and appreciate the complexity of the biblical cannon, with special attention given to both ancient and contemporary understandings surrounding interpretation.  
· The student will have ample opportunity to reflect on Scripture, assessing assumptions and presuppositions that we carry into the interpretation process, while learning to discern and uncover faithful meaning in the text.  
· The student will learn, practice, hone and apply good principles of Biblical interpretation that will put them in good standing for a lifetime of study. 
 
TEXT BOOKS 
	Required 
	Klein, William W., Blomberg, Craig L., & Hubbard Jr., Robbert L, ‘Introduction to Biblical Interpretation’   (Thomas Nelson, 2017, 3rd Edition), 720 pages   	
By the same authors listed above: ‘Introduction to Biblical Interpretation 
Workbook: Study Questions, Practical Exercises, and Lab Reports’  (Harper Christian Resources, 2017), 192 pages
Hendricks, Howard G.G., ‘Living by the Book: The Art and Science of Reading the Bible’ (Moody Press, 2007), 392 pages  

	Recommended
	Zuck, Roy B., ‘Basic Bible Interpretation’ (David C. Cook, 1991)
Kaiser, W.C., & Silva, M., ‘Introduction to Biblical Hermeneutics’ (Zondervan, 1974)
Stott, John., ‘Between Two Worlds: The Challenge of Preaching Today’ (W.B. Eerdmans, 1994).  


	







Module Outline  
	Units 1-2  
	During units 1 and 2, the student will develop their understanding of what hermeneutics is, along with gaining appreciation for the art and science of biblical interpretation.   

	Units 3-4 
	During units 3 and 4, the student will grapple with challenges the interpreter faces, including cultural, geographical and the distance of time when it comes to biblical hermeneutics.  

	Units 5-6 
	During units 5 and 6, the student will walk through the history of interpretation, starting with the Jews, including Hellenistic Judaism, the Qumran community and Rabbinic Judaism ending in the Apostolic period.  

	Units 7 to 8 
	Continuing from the Patristic period to the modern period, the student will chart the developments, key individuals and methods of hermeneutical understanding.  

	Units 9 to 10  
	In these units the student will consider narrative criticism and Postructuralism and Postmodernism.   

	Units 11 to 12 
	During units 11 to 12, students will develop their understanding of social history and the application of social-scientific theories.  

	Units 13 to 14  
	In these units, the student will think critically and assess various current trends in modern hermeneutics.   

	Units 15 to 16 
	The student will gain a better understanding of the development of the cannon of Scripture, including both Old and New Testament, and the criteria for inclusion.  

	Units 17 to 18 
	In these units we will consider the role of the interpreter, including how faithfulness, personal holiness, and being connected to a local church, will aid the student’s Bible study. 

	Units 19 to 20  
	In these units, the student will identify some of the assumptions and attitudes a person brings to the interpretation. 

	Units 21 to 22  
	In units 21 to 22, the student will gain a better understanding of text meaning; who establishes it – the author or interpreter?  

	Units 23 to 24 
	At the end of it all, how do we know who is right? In these units, the student will gain a better understanding and confidence in their conclusions.  

	Units 25 to 26 
	During these units, the student will consider the importance of literary context as it relates to the hermeneutical process, including consideration for the historical-cultural dynamic of the text.  

	Units 27 to 28 
	In these units, the student will gain a better understanding of the nature of words and how meanings can overlap and change over time, along with connotative and denotative meanings.  

	Units 29 to 30  
	The student will gain a better grasp of the structure, parallelism, metaphors and poetic devices.  

	Units 31 to 32 
	In these units, considerable time will be given to interpreting poetic language and larger units of poetry.  

	Units 33 to 34  
	The student will continue to gain a better understanding of the genres in the Old Testament along with how they work, being able to identify the formation, function and background of each. 

	Units 35 to 36 
	Considering the New Testament genres, the student will be equipped to consider key theological themes such as the Kingdom of God and the ethics of Jesus, while gaining insight into the narrative structure of Acts and the Creeds and Hymns of the Epistles.  

	Units 37 to 38  
	In these concluding units, the student will spend time self-reflecting, but also thinking of how Scripture interpretation aides our worship, both individually and collectively. Time will be spent considering how hermeneutics promotes spiritual formation in the Christian life.   

	Units 39 to 40  
	In these last units, the student will recap on the previous units but also end by considering the case study of Finis Jennings Dake and how a wrong hermeneutic will create disastrous theological implications.   


 
SCHEDULE
Mondays 7.15 – 9.15pm
 
	Date 

	28 September

	5 October

	12 October

	19 October

	26 October

	2 November 

	9 November – No Class

	16 November

	23 November

	30 November

	7 December 



ASSIGNMENTS (submission dates to be intimated)

Module assignments and assessments: 
	1. Students will be required to read sections of the required textbook and work through the corresponding exercises in the workbook.  The workbook exercises will count towards the student’s final grade and time will be given in each class to review and discuss. Discussion and conversation will be a major component of this class. (Total Worth - 30%). 

	2.  Having read ‘Living By the Book’, students will submit a written interaction with the text. Since this is an intense read of both theories and practices, including a good deal of devotional quality the student will reflect upon three to five practical implications these concepts could have on his/her understanding of Biblical interpretation. (Total Worth - 20%)  

	3.  The culmination of this course includes a lengthy paper focusing on a passage of Scripture, chosen by the student, where he/she uses correct principles of Biblical interpretation. (Total Worth - 50%) 



This module description was prepared with best intentions to present a clear set of expectations and to allow you to budget your study, preparation and ministry time appropriately.  However, the lecturer reserves the right to make changes to the content and schedule as and when necessary, in which case you will be notified through the normal channels.   
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