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Church History
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12 Study Credits

DESCRIPTION  
This course offers the student a look at the foundations of the early Church, focusing on the first seven centuries of Church history. We will examine specific controversies that unfolded during this period and how the Church (universal) reacted through Councils issuing universal creeds (statements of faith) as to what they believed concerning the person of Christ. Students will learn how to engage with Church historical texts using some of the best scholarship available today. Students will be expected to read before each lecture and be able to discuss the material in class with an emphasis on how this applies to the Church today at large.

OBJECTIVES 
· Understand the historical text(s)
· Understand each controversy and how the Church responded
· Understand the need to know the basics of Church history
· Understand how Church history is relevant to today’s Church and how to interpret it into today’s Church.
 
TEXT BOOKS 
	Required 
	Henry Chadwick   The Early Church   The Pelican History of The Church

	Recommended
	Nick Needham   2000 Years of Christ’s Power   
F F Bruce   The Spreading Flame 
Gerald Bray   Creeds, Councils and Christ 
W H C Frend   The Early Church 
J N D Kelly   Early Christian Doctrines (fifth edition)
Williston Walker   A History of The Christian Church (fourth edition)


	
SCHEDULE
Mondays 1.00 – 3.00pm
 
	28th September
	Introduction: Philosophy, and the Apostolic Fathers

	5th October
	2nd century (A) Gnosticism. (B) Montanism

	12th October
	3rd century Sabellianism 4th century (A) Arianism

	19th October
	4th century (B) Apollonarianism

	26th October
	5th century (A) Nestorianism

	2nd November
	Reading week – No class

	9th November
	5th century (B)Pelagianism

	16th November
	5th century (C) Eutychian controversy

	23rd November
	6th century Second Council of Constantinople

	30th November
	7th century Monothelite controversy & Second Council of Constantinople

	7th December
	Conclusion of all material and questions concerning essay



ASSIGNMENTS (see over)



Module assignment

Each student will be expected to produce an essay of no more than 1800-2000 words on 2nd century Gnosticism – What are the origins, beliefs and varieties of Gnosticism and how did the Church respond to these claims? (Hint: read the works of Irenaeus, especially his Against Heresies and Proof of Apostolic Preaching)  More details will be given at the beginning of the lectures.
This module description was prepared with best intentions to present a clear set of expectations and to allow you to budget your study, preparation and ministry time appropriately.  However, the lecturer reserves the right to make changes to the content and schedule as and when necessary, in which case you will be notified through the normal channels.   
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